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The Regulatory Logic and Practice Approachs of Compliance Program as a

Preventive Legal Rule

Wan Fang

Abstract: As a preventive legal rule, compliance program can influence and change the internal
governance structure and internal control mechanisms of enterprises, as well as fundamentally restrict and
change the behaviors of enterprises and employees. As a result, it has promoted the shift of corporate crime
regulation perspective from ex post regulation to pre-prevention, facilitated the change of enterprise crime
regulation pattern from external regulation to self-management, and focused more on guiding enterprises to
conduct self-management and crime prevention through incentives rather than deterrence. As for the practice
of various countries, the compliance program as a preventive legal rule not only reshapes the concept of
corporate crime prevention and regulatory paradigm, but also redefines the expression of corporate crime
prevention and regulatory discourse in criminal law. Therefore, in the process of promoting compliance law
practice in China, it is necessary to establish the prevention concept and regulation paradigm of encouraging
enterprises to conduct self-management and prevention in advance through criminal law, and establish a
preventive legal rule system dominated by criminal law, so as to realize the regulation and prevention of
enterprise illegal and criminal behaviors.
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